SERIN, male
Serinus serinus

Gunners Park, Essex


17th April 2004 

Saturday morning was bright and clear with a light south easterly breeze and as a result many migrants were arriving. Early morning had been spent on Two Tree Island but by 9am I was in Gunners Park with John Wright. We had walked from the bushes by the compound south towards the ‘bluethroat’ bushes and at 9.20am I noticed a small passerine flying purposefully north. I quickly viewed the bird through my binoculars and could see it was small, rather bright yellow with a whiter belly area. As the bird progressed northwards and away from me I could now see that it had a bright and contrasting yellow rump which confirmed it to me as a Serin. It then disappeared over the bushes and was gone.

  I turned to JW, who was stood next to me, and I proclaimed ‘that was a Serin’ but he had not seen the bird. The Serin was in view for about 20-30 seconds and only in flight but the combination of it being yellow with a whiter underside and very obvious yellow rump meant that the bird could only have been a male Serin.

Optics: 

10x32BN Leica Binoculars

Other Observers: 

None

Previous experience:

I have seen several Serins in the UK over the years that include the well watched and lingering birds at Wells, Norfolk; Reydon, Suffolk and the other previous record from Gunners Park in March 2001. 

  I have also seen many hundreds abroad that include many that were photographed in Majorca in May 2002. 

